tons. 4 During this period, 4,405 Massachusetts fishermen hauled in 350,000 quintals of fish. 5 This was a vibrant colonial extractive industry. The commercial fishing industry mobilized for the Revolutionary War in significant ways. Fish merchants converted trade routes into military supply lines and transformed their most valuable capital assets, their fishing vessels, into warships. For their part, fishermen armed and manned the first American navy, served in the first coast guard units, manned privateers, and fought on land for wages, bounties, and prize shares. In this manner, the military mobilization of the commercial fishing industry helped secure American independence. Yet, to date there has not been a booklength effort to systematically investigate the relationship between the commercial fishing industry and the American Revolutionary War.
My dissertation explores deep internal tensions existing within the early modern British Empire. Alfred Thayer Mahan, the most prominent American naval theorist, was only partially correct when he asserted that the race to dominate the seas commercially and militarily was ''a narrative of contests between nations. '' 6 To be sure, European powers fought with each other for maritime supremacy all over the world during the early modern period, 1500-1800. Spain sent its armada to the shores of England in part to prevent Elizabethan pirates from plundering New World treasure fleets in the Atlantic. The naval arms race and maritime commercial rivalry between the Dutch Republic and England in the early seventeenth century contributed to tensions that resulted in the first of a series of global wars between these two powers. 7 Yet, struggles over the sea also fostered internal divisions within empires. Over the course of time, from the first permanent settlement of a resident fishing station in Marblehead, Massachusetts in 1631 to the shot heard around the world in April, 1775, colonial New Englanders built a maritime industrial complex that eventually challenged England's (and, after 1707, Great Britain's) control over the Atlantic Ocean. Colonial entrepreneurs believed it was their right to conduct overseas trade. Maritime laborers felt they had the right to earn wages to provide for themselves and their families through maritime labor. And the British government routinely asserted its dominion over the seas. In short, at the heart of the American Revolution lies a complex sea story about colonial New Englander's maritime commercial expansion and the British state's attempt to control and command the colonists' relationship to the wider Atlantic Economy.
Excellent work has been done on the rise of what might be styled a maritime industrial complex in colonial New England. 8 Particular attention has been given to the roles merchants played in the development of overseas trade routes and the construction of wharves, warehouses, and other forms of maritime commercial infrastructure. 9 Important research has also been done on the rise of New England's shipping and merchant marine, the development of lumbering and shipbuilding industries, and the roles women played in the economic development of colonial ports in the region. 10 In addition, whaling has been demonstrated to have played a role in New England's economic development.
11 In all these ways and more, the sea contributed directly to New England's commercial expansion between the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Colonial maritime business ventures posed a direct challenge to British authority during the Revolutionary Era. The literature on smuggling, or illicit trade, and imperial efforts to curtail these activities has been substantial and sophisticated.
12 These works clearly demonstrate the contest of wills that existed between entrepreneurial colonial merchants seeking the highest profits at the lowest cost irrespective of imperial boundaries and political leaders in the (Madison, Wis., 1963) . Most of these otherwise excellent works do not address the commercial fishing industry in colonial America. Gilje does briefly discuss the industry, but he does not attempt to link the business history of the fisheries to the Revolution.
17. See, for example, Nathan Miller, Broadsides: The Age of Fighting Sail, 1775 -1815 (New York, 2000 ; Robert Gardiner, ed., Navies and the American Revolution, 1775 -1783 (London, 1996 leadership in a biographical mode. 18 Recently, Richard Buel, Jr. has explored the significant impact the British Naval blockade had on the American economy. 19 Other scholars have studied privateering, maritime prisoners of war, and the proceedings of Vice-Admiralty courts. 20 These works largely overlook the fishing industry, and as a result the significant influence of New England maritime traditions on the war has been neglected. 21 The scholarly neglect of the relationship between colonial maritime life and the Revolution can be attributed to a ''terra-centric'' perspective on this formative event that discounts, or overlooks entirely, colonists' experience with the sea. 22 Historians have overwhelmingly emphasized farmers and land campaigns in the Revolution. 23 As a result, the dominant view of the Revolution includes men shivering at Valley Forge rather than on the decks of vessels crossing the North Atlantic seas. Isolated among inland farming communities, the land-based story goes, men only agreed to fight when British regulars trampled agricultural crops and threatened town meetings in 1775. Moreover, men went home to plant crops in the spring and then to harvest in the fall, making them reluctant parttime patriots. Such a portrait of the Revolution fails to capture the reality of an event that began primarily as a result of maritime disputes, that concerned thousands of laborers and merchants involved in maritime commerce, and that involved an empire held together chiefly by maritime power and communication.
My dissertation is the first full-length study of the relationship between New England's commercial cod fishing industry and the American Revolutionary War. I take a wide-ranging approach to explore this relationship. History from below, or history from ''the bottom up,'' has shifted our understanding of the American Revolution away from an interpretive framework focused exclusively on wealthy white male Congressional authorities, military leaders, and Parliamentarians, and toward an inclusion of working peoples and minorities. 24 My dissertation utilizes a bottom up approach to investigate the ways in which maritime laborers involved with the New England fishing industry directly contributed to the American war effort. 25 Diaries, journals, merchant account books, newspapers, ship's log books, and military service records help to recover this history from below. My dissertation is also an example of Atlantic history, which has broadened our understanding of early America. 26 It is no longer tenable to view colonial regions within a parochial vacuum or explain major events such as the Revolution solely through local, regional, or proto-national developments. I have relied on archival material from research institutions in the United States, Canada, and England in order to explore colonial New England's connection with the wider Atlantic world. Secondary works on the Caribbean, South America, Africa, and the Portuguese Atlantic islands helped to round-out these Atlantic connections.
The dissertation is conceptually divided into two parts, each in its own way addressing the why and how of the American Revolution. Chapters one and four examine how labor and capital in the fishing industry functioned, and how each contributed to the Revolutionary War. Chapters two and three focus on why members of the fishing industry, merchants and workers, were willing to resist British authority during the imperial crisis. The central argument is twofold: New England's maritime expansion provoked a series of prejudicial Parliamentary legislation in which the British state attempted to regulate colonial overseas commerce, all of which helps to explain why the Revolution began in New England and why a majority of the men who fought in the war called this region home. The second part of the argument is that the nature of work in the commercial cod fishing industry uniquely prepared fishermen and fish merchants to play leading roles in securing American independence. The dissertation reveals a deep historical relationship between the world of commerce and the way of war. It moors the American Revolution in maritime history and the business history of the Atlantic Economy.
